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The Bitter Withy (as collected) 
 

Collected by Cecil Sharp 9-Apr-1909 Sung by Mr John Hands (65) of Snowshill, Glos 
Also variants by Mr Hands Junior and Mrs Timms 

 

 
 
 
 O the withy, the bitter withy, that causes me to smart 

The withy at the very first tree shall perish at the heart! 
 
 
 
Sharp also notes on same page ‘ Mr Hands Junior sang first phrase thus’ 

 
 
Sharp further notes on same page ‘Mrs Timms at Buckland can only remember first phrase which went thus’ 

 
 
 
 
Song as collected by Cecil Sharp 
Source: Sharp manuscript ref FT2153 
Notes: 1. Singer age was noted by Sharp 

2. The manuscript includes two variants of the first bars noted by Sharp which are also shown above. 
Audit Transcription prepared by VL Oct 2011/HT Oct 2011/Checked tbc 
 


